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Autumn’s climate changes have 

been less than subtle this year - with 

more sticky,  hot and humid days 

than I can remember.  Fall also 

brings us the 28th Annual Big Island 

Artists Trash Show at the Hawai‘i 

Museum of Contemporary Art at 141 Kalakaua Street in 

Hilo, on display until Wednesday, October 28.   

 

Recycle Hawai‘i  has been a patron of this long-running 

show founded and juried by Volcano artist, Ira Ono.  In 

2004, the organization lost our beloved North Hawai‘i 

Community Recycling Educator, Jo Diotalevi, aka “Tutu 

Hana Hou,” to an unfortunate traffic mishap.  To honor 

Jo’s inspired creative career and accomplishments, we 

have dedicated a special “Tutu Hana Hou” perpetual 

trophy award to one of the art works in the Trash Show 

each year.   

 

Engraved on the trophy plaque is the likeness of Tutu 

Hana Hou dressed in her teaching costume made of 

reused recycled materials together with “Small Stuff,” 

one of several hand puppets that served as props during 

Jo’s many presentations to Hawai‘i Island school 

children and adults alike.  Tutu Hana Hou winning pieces 

tend to reflect the capricious whimsy characteristic of 

Jo’s teaching style.  

 

Awardees since 2004 have been: 

 2004 – Jane Dunn 

 2005 – Russell Salazar 

 2006 – Ken Charon 

 2007 – Jeffrey Kurash 

 2008 – Tom Olcott 

 2009 – Joseph M. Pinc 

 2010 – Kristina Lilleeng 

 2011 – Diane Thornton 

 2012 – Dennis Taniguchi 

 2013 – Kathleen Dunphy 

 2014 – Jeffrey Kurash 

 

And this year’s 2015 winner – Melany Kerver for her 

“Ganesha Altar” made from mixed found objects. 

If you missed the gala opening, try getting a glimpse of 

this strong and vibrant exhibition of fine and fanciful art 

made from discards and detritus put to reuse in value-

added creative and often comical works.   

 

November brings America/Hawaii Recycles Day on and 

around the 15th of the month.  The promotion of 

recycling and resource management is highlighted with 

the 4-week Recycle-Bowl School Competition.  Kuleana 

Green Business Committee of the Kona-Kohala Chamber 

of Commerce will be hosting a Business After Hours 

event – go to www.kona-kohala.com for details.   

 

Special mahalo goes to the Swain Barber Foundation for 

once again supporting Recycle Hawai‘i`s ongoing hands-

on educational outreach programs with a 2015-16 grant 

of $20,000.  This is especially appreciated as outreach 

funding was curtailed in 2014 by the current County 

administration.  Swain Barber’s support will go a long 

way towards maintaining a consistent sustainability 

education throughout the Hawai‘i Island community. 

 

Recycle Hawai‘i is a 501(c)3 non-profit educational organization serving the people of Hawai‘i .  Our mission is  

to promote resource awareness and recycling enterprises in Hawai‘i.  To achieve this, we educate the community about  

sound resource management and recycling opportunities for a more environmentally sustainable future. 
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